JERSEY FRESHWATER ANGLING ASSOCIATION

Coarse Fishery Report 2009/10 Season

After reviewing this seasons catches in terms of numbers of fish caught, species and size it has become apparent that it not only exceeded some of our most prolific years across, but did it across the entire club water portfolio.

Whilst it could be argued that the weights, have not reached the dizzy heights of the “bream” days at Dannemarche in the late 90’s ,overall the average weights in matches has been excellent, double figure weights of roach and perch commonplace . Very occasionally the skimmers have played, but most bream captures have been to people choosing to fish in a more specialist manner.

At Millbrook , very little to  say apart from how well it has fished. Again it has not escaped notice that with the low water levels, the majority of large fish seem to have shown in late evening, or night time sessions, but the highlight for many has been the resurgence of the skimmers, nets up to 20lb in pleasure sessions ,and showing well in matches. On a lighter note I just enjoy the gudgeon!!-though that is another issue.

The Les Mielles complex, proved a venue to visit early in the season, if water levels could be kept at a reasonable level, without doubt, it would be our premiere match water. Good quantities of roach, skimmers and perch provided the mainstay of catches, while the Tench, just keep getting bigger. It will be of great interest, to see if the reduction in the number the carp have the hoped for beneficial effect on the rest of the species. 

Of course, there will be some members who could argue that, the lack of bait been applied by the carp fraternity, will have a negative effect, though their idea of applying bait and mine differ.

St Caths, provided steady fishing, plenty of carp, but very few roach, the fishing, from reports, became easier in the latter part of the year, with some reasonable sized fish showing to those in the know.

The fishless desert, otherwise known as St Ouens pond, continues to weave its spell on several of our stranger members, catches have been, as usual kept very quiet, so it would be wrong of me to mention the mirrors to over 20lb that have come out. The pond has seen resurgence in the roach and rudd population this year, with members having upwards of 40lb in short morning sessions. 

Overall, 2009 has been a successful year for the fisheries which with your help we can continue to maintain over the winter and beyond.

Graham Carver

