JERSEY FRESHWATER ANGLING ASSOCIATION

Carp “Corner” 2009/10 
With the continuing increase in popularity of fishing for Carp in Jersey I thought it would be a good idea to go over some points of bank etiquette whilst in search of this most lucrative of species. 

 This is a specialist type of fishing which can involve long hours of inactivity waiting for those “glued” bobbins to move and for this reason it is helpful to go over a few of the unwritten rules, if you like, a Code of Conduct.

Bait Boats
These have become much more in use over the last few years and whilst they are not a problem if used sensibly they can become an irritant to other anglers if used irresponsibly.   

· Always make sure that you are fishing within an area that is your own swim. 

· Do not endanger the Carp’s health by placing baits under trees or so close to snags that would risk losing/tethering fish 

Carp Care
Always have an unhooking mat with you and ready to use nearby your swim.  It is very easy to damage fish when they are out of the water.  

To stop them flapping and jumping around place a wet rag over their head, covering their eyes.  This calms the fish down and makes it much easier to remove the hook and get ready for weighing and photographing.  

In the summer, pour a little water over them although this shouldn’t be needed (unless you catch a record!) as you will want to put them back as soon as possible to save any unnecessary distress.

If the fish has any cuts or marks then treat them with some Klinik or a similar antiseptic.  

Above all, remember we cannot replace fish so any fish lost will be one less to fish for in the future.

Bite Alarms
Carp anglers generally use bite alarms and whilst they are necessary for this type of fishing they can make anglers lazy.  

Rods must not be left unattended for any amount of time even if have the type of alarms that have a sounder box or receiver.  The waters we fish are small and carp can reach snags incredibly quickly.  This is particularly relevant when night fishing when anglers can go to sleep on a bed chair in a bivvy.  Most of our waters are really not suited to this type of fishing so great care must be taken.

To avoid upsetting other anglers (and the peace and tranquillity of fishing in general) always have your alarm’s volume turned down to a minimum.  

These notes are intended to be helpful and will be of particular use when Grand Vaux is opened up for fishing next season when everyone will have the chance of catching a decent Carp.

Best fishes.

Duncan De Gruchy
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